
Name: Troy Marshall
Age: 42
Town: Powell River
Trade: Automotive service technician
Employer: Powell River School

District
Years in the trade: 25
Education: Kwantlen
Why would someone want to be a car

mechanic? �Skilled workers are
in super high demand and you
are learning all the time
because the technology is
changing.�

What the judge said: �He�s very
active in the local community
and committed to making
Powell River a trades training
community, in part by
attracting international
students.�

What the sponsor said: �It�s hard to
find teachers who have their
trades qualifications too, and
that makes him pretty
unique.�  � Jim Palm, colleague

Wage range for automotive service
technicians: $10.25 to $26.50
per hour. — SERVICE CANADA

BY WENDY MCLELLAN
BUSINESS REPORTER

Troy Marshall always knew he wanted
to fix cars, but working in a shop
turned out to be just the beginning of

his career path.
“I think I was 15 years old when I started

working on cars — I loved working with my
hands, fixing things, figuring out the techni-
cal aspects of a problem. It is just something
I always wanted to do,” says Marshall.

“Automotive mechanics just seemed like a
natural fit for me.”

He was still in high school when he start-
ed buying tools for his trade, and tuning up
cars out of his family’s garage in Mackenzie.

A local automotive shop noticed the regu-
lar activity, offered him a job and he soon
started his apprenticeship to become a qual-
ified automotive service technician.

“It’s such a rewarding, fulfilling career,” he
says. “When you start a car that you’ve put

back together piece by piece, and it fires
up, it’s just so satisfying.”

Marshall was 21 when he stopped work-
ing for other people and opened his own
repair shop in Delta with a partner. Then
his career swerved on to a new course
when he started dating a teacher.

“I decided I wanted to go into teaching,”
he said. “I was asked if I would be interest-
ed in becoming a shop teacher, and it
seemed like the right fit.”

Marshall enrolled at the B.C. Institute of
Technology and then the University of B.C.
to gain his teaching credentials while work-
ing as a mechanic to help pay for his educa-
tion. After graduating in 1996, he accepted a
job teaching math and science in a Chilli-
wack high school.

“I liked teaching, but I really wanted to teach
automotive,” he said. “When a shop teacher
position came up in Powell River, my fami-
ly decided we’d make the move and we
absolutely love it.”

Although he is still a regular visitor in the
high school’s automotive shop, Marshall is
no longer teaching the courses. He now over-
sees all of the high school career and tech-
nical programs in the Powell River School
District, which has been working to expand
its trades programs.

In Powell River, students can complete their
first year of apprenticeship training in sev-
eral trades while in high school.

“I wish these options were available to me
in high school. I knew my heart was in auto-
motive, but I had to wait until I graduated.”

wmclellan@png.canwest.com
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THURSDAY:
Terry Siklenka, Technical
sales consultant

He moved from
tools to teaching
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